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What is HUD’s “Smoke-Free” policy all about? 

WHO? 

 

Smoke-Free includes anyone on Housing Authority 
property: 

Staff 

Residents  

Visitors & Guests  

Contractors  
© www.lookupstrata.com 



What is HUD’s “Smoke-Free” policy all about? 

WHAT? 

HALC’s Smoke-Free policy prohibits: 

 Smoking tobacco in any form 

 Cigarettes, Pipes, Cigars, Hookah/Water Pipe 

 E-Cigarettes, Vapor Devices, Nicotine Delivery Systems 

 Cannabis (Marijuana) always has been prohibited. 

 This includes medical Marijuana 

 



What is HUD’s “Smoke-Free” policy all about? 

WHEN? 

 

 HUD requires all Public Housing agencies to put “Smoke-
Free” policies into effect no later than July 30th, 2018. 

 The Housing Authority for LaSalle County’s Board of 
Commissioners has approved this policy to be in effect on 

 July 30, 2018 



What is HUD’s “Smoke-Free” policy all about? 

WHERE? 

 

Smoke-Free is a requirement by HUD that prohibits 
smoking: 

 Inside any Public Housing unit, home, or apartment 

 Within 25 feet of buildings 



What is HUD’s “Smoke-Free” policy all about? 

25 Feet 

25 Feet 

25 Feet 25 Feet 

Building 



What is HUD’s “Smoke-Free” policy all about? 

WHY? 

 The cost of unit turnover is higher in units where a tenant 
smoked vs. non-smoking units 

 It takes longer to clean, prime, and paint a unit that has 
been smoked in 



What is HUD’s “Smoke-Free” policy all about? 

(Continued)  WHY? 

 Secondhand smoke causes approximately 7,330 deaths 
from lung cancer and 33,950 deaths from heart disease 
each year.1 

 There is no risk-free level of exposure to secondhand 
smoke and even short-term exposure potentially can 
increase the risk of heart attacks.2 

 

(1) American Lung Association: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The Health 
Consequences of Smoking—50 Years of Progress: A Report of the Surgeon General. 2014. 

(2) American Lung Association: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The Health 
Consequences of Involuntary Exposure to Tobacco Smoke: A Report of the Surgeon General. 2006.  

 http://www.lung.org/stop-smoking/smoking-facts/health-effects-of-secondhand-smoke.html 



What is HUD’s “Smoke-Free” policy all about? 



What is HUD’s “Smoke-Free” policy all about? 

(Continued)  WHY? 

 In 2011, U.S. fire departments responded to an estimated 
90,000 smoking-material fires. 

 These fires resulted in an estimated 540 civilian deaths, 
1,640 civilian injuries and $621 million in direct property 
damage(1) 

 
(1)  Report: NFPA's "The Smoking-Material Fire Problem”  Author: John R. Hall, Jr.  Issued: July 2013 

www.nfpa.org/News-and-Research/Fire-statistics-and-reports/Fire-statistics/Fire-causes/Smoking-
Materials 

https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/News-and-Research/Fire-statistics/Major-Causes/ossmoking.ashx?la=en
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/News-and-Research/Fire-statistics/Major-Causes/ossmoking.ashx?la=en
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/News-and-Research/Fire-statistics/Major-Causes/ossmoking.ashx?la=en


What is HUD’s “Smoke-Free” policy all about? 

(Continued)  WHY? 

 

Aftermath of a fire 
started by a smoker 
in an apartment 
managed by HALC 



What is HUD’s “Smoke-Free” policy all about? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(1)  Report: NFPA's "The Smoking-Material Fire Problem”  Author: John R. Hall, Jr.  Issued: July 2013 

www.nfpa.org/News-and-Research/Fire-statistics-and-reports/Fire-statistics/Fire-causes/Smoking-
Materials 

https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/News-and-Research/Fire-statistics/Major-Causes/ossmoking.ashx?la=en
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/News-and-Research/Fire-statistics/Major-Causes/ossmoking.ashx?la=en
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/News-and-Research/Fire-statistics/Major-Causes/ossmoking.ashx?la=en


What is HUD’s “Smoke-Free” policy all about? 

HOW? 

 

1) Board Approved Changes to ACOP  -March 14,2018 

2) New Leases & Resident Handbooks -May-July, 2018 

3) Smoke-Free Policy & Leases effective -July 30, 2018 

4) 5-Step Enforcement Begins  -August 1, 2018 

 



What is HUD’s “Smoke-Free” policy all about? 

HOW? 

5-Step Enforcement 
1) Verbal Warning + File Note + Mail Cessation Info 

2) Notice of Lease Violation Letter 

3) Third Warning to include Meeting with Tenant 

4) Notice to Vacate on 4th Violation* 

*May allow tenant to cure if they agree to no further 
 violations. 

5) Notice to Vacate – Lease is Terminated 

 



What is HUD’s “Smoke-Free” policy all about? 

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS 
 

 The act of smoking is NOT a disability under the ADA 

 Persons who smoke are NOT a protected class 

 Reasonable Accommodations cannot be made to allow 
tenants to smoke inside the building or in their apartment 



SMOKING SURVEY RESULTS 
110 Surveys returned 
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Do You Smoke in Your Unit? 



SMOKING SURVEY RESULTS 
110 Surveys returned 
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I'm worried about the secondhand
smoke on my health

The smoke smell bothers me

Yes, I can smell smoke in my unit

Can You Smell Smoke in Your Unit? 



SMOKING SURVEY RESULTS 
110 Surveys returned 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

I have no preference

No, I would like our building to
continue to allow smoking in the units

Yes, I would like our building to be
smoke free, including the units.

Would You Like To Live In a Smoke-Free Building? 



Smoking Cessation Assistance 
 HUD’s Smoke-Free does not require tenants to quit smoking; it 

prohibits smoking indoors and within 25 feet of the building 

 HUD actively encourages tenants who wish to stop smoking to 
take advantage of smoking cessation programs 

 Recipients of Medicare and Medicaid may be eligible for 
smoking cessation products at reduced or no cost 

 Other healthcare plans may also offer cessation assistance as 
part of your plan.   Contact your healthcare provider for more 
information 

 There is an abundance of smoking cessation information on 
the internet, including smoking cessation hotlines and other 
resources 

 



SMOKING CESSATION RESOURCES 



SMOKING CESSATION RESOURCES 



SMOKING CESSATION RESOURCES 



SMOKING CESSATION RESOURCES 



SMOKING CESSATION RESOURCES 



SMOKING CESSATION RESOURCES 



OTHER CHANGES… 



RENT ~ PAYING YOUR RENT: NEW CHANGES 

Currently in Effect 

 Repeated Court Cases for non-payment: The filing of 3 
complaints for non-payment of rent within a 12-month period 
will result in Termination of Tenancy 

 

Effective July 30, 2018 

 Rent is Due on the 1st day of each month and must be paid in 
full by the 5th day of the month 

 




